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DURHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Durham  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  & Gentlemen, 


Health  Department'  \ 

Wf'tfSt'O 

Durham . 


Annual  Report  for  1943. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  instructs  that  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1943  is  to  be  prepared  on  similar  lines  to  the  preceding 
ones  and  is  to  deal  only  with  the  most  essential  and  important 
matters. 

VITAL  STATISTICS:  r 


•E  The  health  of  the  Durham  Rural  District  was  satisfactory 
during  the  year  1943.  The  death-rate  was  11.04  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as.  against  10.9  for  the  previous  year  which  was  the 
lowest  rate  recorded  for  this  district,  this  year’s  figure  being 
the  next  lowest.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  birth-rate  which 
was  19.43  per  1,000  inhabitants  compared  with  19  for  the  preceding 
year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  56  per  1,000  live  births  shows 
a rise  on  42  for  the  year  1942  when  this  rate  reached  a record 
low  level,  but  compares  favourably  with  the  rates  for  recent  years 
and  is  the  second  lowest  on  record  for  the  district. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 


Scarlet  Fever  77 

Diphtheria. 67 

Paratyphoid  Fever ..................  2 

Measles .........  r m. . ." 190 

Whooping  Cough . ...  . . .\.  99 

Erysipelas 17 

Pneumonia  23 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  20 

Non-pulmonary:  Tuberculosis 15 


The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  was  not 
heavy.  Cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  all  parts  of  tho 
district  with  the  most  cases  (24  notified)  from  Framwcllgato  Moor. 
This  infection,  as  in  previous  years,  continued  to  be  of  a mild 
typo  and  no  deaths  resulted  from  this  cause  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  was  most  prevalent  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  during  which  half  the  year’s  total  of  cases,  wore  notified. 

Tho  infection  was  most  prevalent  in  the  south-east  localities, 
where  33  of  the  67  cases  occurred  during  the  year.  Tho  majority 
of  cases  remained  of  a severe  type  and  3 deaths  resulted.  In 
reviewing  the  ages  of  the  patients  infected  it  is  significant  that 
an  unusually  high  proportion  were  over  school-leaving  age,  there 
being  21  cases  out  of  tho  67  over  14  years  of  age.  This  appears 
to  be  one  of  the  results  of  immunisation  which  was  carried  out 
extensively  during  the  year  in  the  age-groups  under  15  years. 

A total  of  1436  children  was  immunised  during  tho  year,  389  being 
under  5 years  of  age  giving  &9%  of  the  child  population  in  Ibis 
group,  and  1047  being  between  5 and  15  years  resulting  in  82%  of 
this  group,  being  immunised;  This  position  is  most  satisfactory 
and  to  maintain  this  level  regular  campaigns  will  need  to  be 
carried  out. 

The  prevalence  of  measles  continued  from  the  preceding  year 
and  the  largo  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  tho  first  quarter,  when 
the  south-eastern  area  was  most  affected.  Two  deaths  from  measles 
and  its  complications  were  recorded. 


Th^  cases  of  whooping  cough  wore  spread  evenly  thrwghout  tho 
year  in  nost  parts  of  the  district,  the  localities  of  Vest  Rainton, 
Bearpark  and  Framwollgate  Moor  being  chiefly  affected.  There  were 
two  deaths  accredited  to  this  infection. 


SANITARY  IFSP ACTION: 


Sanitary  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  maintained  during 
the  course  of  the  year  and  herewith  is  given  a summary  of  the  work 


done : - 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

Notices 

Notices 

j.iba  ted. 

Dwelling  Houses: 

Foul  conditions 

10 

— 

10 

Structural  defects 

50 

— 

43 

Overcrowding 

1 

— 

* 

Dairios  & Milkshons 

2 

— 

2 

Cowsheds 

18 

• — ' 

18 

Bakehouses 

1-  ■ 

— 

1 

Ashpits  & Privies 

7‘ 

• — 

7 

Deposits  of  Refuse 

12 

— 

12 

Wat  or  closets. 

5. 

— 

5 

Defective  yard  Paving 

1 

- 

— 

House  drainage 

42 

3 

37 

Pater  Supply 

2 

- 

— 

Pigsties 

2 

- 

2 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

1 

- 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 

1 

Defective  & Broken  Dustbins 

10  ’ 

7 

14 

Rat  Infestation 

3 

— 

2 

Old  Building  in  Ruins 

1 



- 

Totals 

Meat  Voluntarily  surrendered  & 

169 

condemned : 

10 

155 

Beof 

19  stone 

Tinned  Moat 

117 

tins 

Mutton 

4 . . " 

Tinned  Milk 

131 

!» 

Offal 

9 

Other  Tinned 

Bacon 

. . .4  : 1 

Goods 

181 

Butter  . . 

3 . • ” . 

Fish 

22 

stone 

Sewers  and  .Sewage 

Disposal : 

Pity  Me  (Vest  ) . 

Four, new  sludge 

beds  have  been 

constructed  ; 

works  and  improved  irrigation  of  the  tank  waters  has  been  effected 
by  the  recent  layout  and  cutting  of  groups  of  channels  in  the  sewage 
land. 

Further  improvements  at  these  works  are  pending  in  order  to 
obtain'd  better  sewage  effluent. 

- r • fi  I 

Coxhoe . - Constructional  repairs  have  been  made  at  the  Cornforth  Moor 
sewage-  Forks  including  ■ the  construction  of  a new  intake  chamber 
resulting  in'  improved . sludge  settlement  and  run-off  from  the  largo 
settlement  tank. 

Bow  burn.-  Repairs  and  adjustments  have  been  made  at  the  sludge 
pumping  plant,  giving  greater  pump  efficiency  at  these  works. 

‘ i . 

Tursdale  Colliery.-  The  sewage  land  at  these  works  has  been  laid 
out  by  forming  groups  of  sewage  channels  to  ensure  improved- 
irrigation  of  tank  waters . 


Owing  tc  financial  restrictions  duo  to  tho  war  certain  works 
improvements  have  hoen  held  in  Abeyance  but  every  endeavour  has 
bum  made  to  maintain  the  various  sewage  works  in  a satisfactory 
condition  in  spite  of  tho  difficult  circumstances „ 


SALVAGE : 


Herewith  is  given  a 

tabular 

statement 

of 

the  results 

of  the 

collection  and  disposal 

of  salvaged 

nateri 

als 

during  the 

year: - 

Sales : - 

Tons 

cwt  qrs 

£.  s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  & Cardboard 

72 

18 

1 

465.  11. 

1 

Tins 

72 

9 

2 

56.  4. 

10 

Scrap  Iron 

12 

0 

3 

23.  11. 

6 

Scrap  Rubber 

5 

1 

2 

14  5. 

7 

Rags  & Bagging 

1 

12 

3 

15.  14. 

6 

Waste  Bones 

2 

7 

2 

11.  5. 

5 

Brass  & Aluminium 

1 

1 

1.  12. 

6 

Bottles  & Jars 

238 

gr.  1C 

)$  dz  58.  17. 

2 

£647.  2. 

7 

Expenses : - 

Wages 

465.  15. 

1 

Petrol  (Durham  R.D.C.). 

103.  6. 

2 

Repairs  to  Waggon 

7.  10. 

1 

Sacks 

3.  15. 

0 

Baling  Wire 

8.  13. 

3 

Payment  to  Schools  for  Paper  collected 

12.  12. 

C\ 

£601.  11. 

7 

I an.  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  FALCONER,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  officer  of  Health 
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